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WITNES SES for the KI NG. 


The SubNance of 2 Jeiter from Mr. William Levet Senior Page of the Bedchamber 
20 King Charles I. during bis Selitude, 10 Seymour Bourman, Eſi; in Lin- 
R colns-Inn-Ficlds. d 
Dear Brether, 

1. Ours of the 21 of this Inſtant pri! 1 received, and one Letter 
before that to the ſame effect, v:. To give you a true account 
of my knowledge of cen Baſilibe s being compoſed by King 
Charles I. 1 can of my certain Knowledge depoſe that that 
Book was truly his own, having obſerved his Majeſty ottentimes 

writing his Royal Reſentwents of the bold and inſolent Behaviour ot his 
Soldiers (his Rede!lious Subjects 2) when they hat him in their Cuſtody. 1 
waited on his Maſeſty as Page of the Bed-chamber in Ordinary, during all the 
time of his Solitudes (except when I was forced from him); and cſpecially, 
being nominated by his Majeſty to be one of his Servants, among others, chat 
ſhould attend kim, during the Treaty at Newport in the //te of igt, had the 
happineſs to read the ſame oftentimes in Manuſcript, under his Nlajeſtv's 
ov;n hand, being pleaſed to leave it in the Window in his own Bed-chamber, 
where I was always obliged to attend his Majeſties coming thither. From F- 
dernacł Park, near Mariorough April 29. 1691. leur Aﬀetticnare Brother 19 
n WILLIAM LEVET. 


II. This Teſtimony is further conſ n' by another of bis in the poſſeſſion of bit 
Sor, Fellow of Exeter Coilege in Oxon, in theſe Words. It any one has a de- 


* fire to know the true Author of a Book intituled {con Bajilike, I, one of the 


Servants of King Charles I. in his Bed-chamber, do declare when his ſaid 
Majeſty was Priſoner in the Iſte of Wight, that J read over the above mention- 
ed Book ( wkich was long betore the fame was Printed) in his Bel-chamver, 
writ with his Majeſties on hand, with teveral Interlininzs. Morever his 
Mazzſty King Charles the I. told me, Sure Levet , you defign to ger this Book 
ty Kart; having often ſeen me reading ot it. I can teſtifie al o, that Kryſtor: 


the Printer told me that he was impriſon d by oliver Cromwel the Protector, 


Dock. Signed and Sealed October 16- 1690 


becauſe he would not declare, that K C. I. was not the Author ot the ial 


WILLIAM LEVET: 
III. Mr. Long, who was Prebendary of Fx:ter when Dr. Gauen was Bi- 


; thop ot that See, and continues ſtill Prebendary there, declares, in his Exami- 
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nation of Dr. I 2!ker's Account, That be bas often beard Dr. Gauden nen 
Biſbep of Exeter, 4 rm, that be was fully convinced tber Icon Baſilike was in- 
zirely King Charles l' Het. And mentions one Particular time, 1, · on the 
20 cf Fanuary in the Evening in the Bithops Parlour, ſtanding by the fie. 
This diicourſe was occafion'd by the Biſhop's having preached in the morning 
ot that Day on Jonab 1. 14. and Mr. J%g in the Afternoon on /. 49 23. cn 
vhich occaſion Mr. Lorg quoted ſeveral paſſaget out of Icon Baar to thew the 
Diety, and Clemency ot K. C I. tor which the Bghop thank'd him, ani then do- 
clared as above. This ſingle Leſtimony wterly deſt:ovs whatever D.. Cu 
ſays to the Contrary , as alto what Mrs. Caudey, Dr. I“ Ale or the N H- 
randum iay, they pretending to have received all they fay tom D &autÞn wnly. 


The Subſtance of a Memorial 45 to Mr. Wieſtaff by Mr. Cudwortl. 

IV. Sir, in a Manuſcript of Sir Ie. Herbert, now in the Hands ot la ia A- 
monds of li orsbrougbh in Torkſtire, there is an account, that he having been one 
of the Grooms ot his Majeſty's Bed- chamber, he took particular notice of mot 
of his Majeſty's behaviour during his Solitud: ; and he tells vou, that li, Majeſty 
gave him ſome Books, and among the teſt the MS. Copy of con Baſkithe 
Writ with his own hand, which he knew very well. 

V. The Teflimany of Richard Royſton te Aung, Bookſeller is, this, That 
the Oꝭober before the King(viz. K. C. I.) ſent a meilageto him to prepare all 
things ready for the printing ſome papers which be purpoted thortly at- 


ver to convey to him, and which was this very Copy of Icon Baſilite brought 


the twenty third of December next fol'owing. 

VT. The Teſtimony of Mr Thomas Milbourn printer in -i nlrret, ron 
ir, is, That in the vear 48. tc was an Apprintice to Fobn Gri/may a 
mer, when Mr.Sywonds bx Mr. zent the King's Book to be printed, 
ant el at his Mater did priat it. That Mr. „dll alveys hal the name of 
iin, zz to the preis 3that it care to them az tom the King, anl they un- 
d. eco it no otherwite; ta: er bal printed reveral other things with 
. R. te them, and that i: c their hir the ape hand, nad the lame 
zort ot paper with cthers that wire le mand, and icon d upon 45 the Kin-“ 
pape:$; lor the King kept the Oct: „ him, and NI: . 4:78 this Secretary 
czaniciibet them. 


VII. Jo the Foe par tho nn Mr, Millourn eit M.. Clifford, row liv- 


4 


rp at te Chino boi ge tant, ms Atte Ne. vl:: bourn 7 e e e It, 
ith ries ferther 24402, Vhai the Ra invited bis Book ths FN. but 
Nr. Foremich I. ein ccni ao Me % Shop, be Having an 
ailu: ed conh fence in bm ene him the Ruit brot ln the pre, which 
whon the Dr. Viened nate, that title, be told Lim the Title wnld bein) 


„ Gets the Kinz, to let bim xrus that ct 


ur? 


hr Book == lat De 7: 
dul de in Dic. ot Fünen be eto Into. uers, ( HE An 5 
„ho vou un le. tand te Boy by the Title: and theicrore be ticuglit 
en Daflie would be a better Ire, and leis taken notice cf by the Intor- 
wers, being G:ook an! avec: with the Title of lis fathers Peck, calid 
„ee, Dyer, and to wiich the King contented —— 2 2dds frier, That 
; nav, that he the that Dr. Gander pever was concern'd in 
at Copy, by uheh Aiden and Eimſelt printed it, and that be tad no 
part of the Copr nem De i ntaer, tor it was that trantcrived by Mr 4.7, 
(the Kin- 's Sccreta V) they p: inted it by. | 

VIII. Mr. 54727 Councellor or C, in a Letter to a friend dated April 
23. 1699. has a Memorable Sti, which in ſubſtance is this, Tha Sir William 
Norton told kim that Xing Cha: les. I. marchirg tis Army near Stow in Glouceſtec- 
ſhire, (upon an occaſin 206 long here to relate ) pave Sir William (who was then 4 
Colonel under kim, and aftrrrarde a Fudge) 4 paper out of bis Pocket ro write 48 
Order upon io Sir William Vavaſor, uch which were writ the fl wi; gp wor ts 
ith the Kirg's own hand: As to the Rebels taking of my Letters, as it was an 
advantage they could not well expect, ſo they knew not how with civility to 
uſe, for always amidſt the greateſt advantages are the g: eateſt obligations, and 
ſuch ſhould I have eſteemed the concealment of my Letters, which challenge 
a privacy from all who are not wholly barbarous. Which very Words begin 
bis 9 eccafiond by the Parliamenis publiſtivg lis Letters 1aken at Edge- 
Hill fgbe. 

N. Mrs. Ellen Spanne, formerly Wite of the Reverend Mr. EAward 
Symonds, Rector of Kane, depoſes in ſubſtance, That about the vear 48, ſhe 
ſaw her Husband, Mr. Symonds, reading ſome Papers writ in a hand ſhe cid 
not know, and thereupon ſhe asked him whoſe they were, and he told ter, 
with ſome caution, that they were the Kings, and that he muſt det them printed : 
which ſhe declares, her Husband told Dr. Bathurſt his Phyſfician ( who 
importuned him to declare the truth in that matter ) as he ( her Husband ) 
was upon his death Bed, he did, and that it was intirely the King's Bcok, he 
having printed it juſt as it came from the King wichout Additicn or Din inuti- 
on : And this ſhe atteſts under her band to be the truth, and that ſte verily 
believes Icon Baſilike to be the King's, tho ſhe was told by one Mr. KU binſon 
behind the Exchange, that it would be for her advantage to tay that her Hus- 
.band was the Author of it. 

Sign Feb. 15. 91. in the Preſence of 

Rich. Hughes. Tho. Spanne. 


The Subſtance of a Letter from Dr Canaries now in the hands of Mr. Wagltaff. 

X. Mr. Fames Wood being ſent by the Kirk of Scotland to treat with King 
Charles the II. at Breda, that King took him aſile and ſaid, Mr. Wood, 7 bear rhas 
ſome are pleaſed to ſay that my Father was not the Author of Icon Bafilike 3 bat 
it is no great wonder that thoſe, who have been ſo injurious 10 bim in all otter 
reſpedts, ſhould not ſpare bis Memory in an Affair of this Nature; however 7 
will let you ſee how great 4 Calumiy this is. Whereupon the King took Mr. 
Wood into his Cloſet with him, and there he ſhew'd bim the whole Book writ- 
zen all in bis Fathers hand, together with a Lenzer from bis Father concerning 
it 10 bim: then the King ſaid, But, Mr. Wood, that you may not entertain any 
ſcruple about the band, bere are jars my fathers Leners 10 me, all wrinen 
in bis own band, tale any of 1. and compare tbe bands : ether. So Mr. 
Wood compar'd the hands, and then ſaid to the King, Thas be was fully con- 
Me 4, that the Book and the Lener alous it, were aii writen in bis Fathers 
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the Caſe fairly Stated between King CHARLES I. and Dr. G AU DEN 
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band. Upon which the King ſaid to him, Now, Mr. Wood, / appeal to you, 
whether or no my Farher would have ever written over 4 Book, that was not 
bis own, and hve ſent ſuch a Letter to me about it. Mr. 1Wood anſwer d, thr be 
was bighly oblig*d to bis Majeſty for the bonour be bad done bim, in having 
ew 'i bim ſuch Authemick proof of bis Farber*s being the Author of that Boot : 
be had indeed beard that ſome perſons did queſtion it; but now be was ſo par- 
ſwaded of the truth of it, that he thought Limſelf oblig'd in conſcience to 40 10. 
King bis Father juſtice, by vindicativg kis Memory in that point, as he jſhoul 1 
lde any occaſion for doing it. 

After Mr. Ii vs return to Scotland, he told my Father, who was very inti- 
mate with him, That be was as much convinced that Xing Charles the Firſt was 
the Aubar of that Book, as e could be that one was the Autbor of 4 Book which be 
id not ſeen bim write. This account 1 had many times from my Father; and 
in the Words and Circumſtances wherein I have let it down, as near as I can 
poſſibly remember. Aud as to what concerns my ſhare in this Teſtimony 
namely that 1 had it from my Father, I am ready to depoſe it upon Oath 
betore any Court ot Judicature in the World, whenſoever I ſhall be called to 
do it. And, Sir, I allow you to make aay uſe of this you ſhall think convenient. 
Avorwgdon in Berks Fuly 17th 1693. I am Sir your moſt kumble Seryant 
3 : FAMES C ANRIES 

Ihe Subſtance of a Letter from Mr. Le P Miniſter of Finchivgficld, to Dr. 

Gocd ill. Nov. 27. 1696. 

XI. Sir, William Allen Servant to Dr. Gauen during the Civil Wars, and 
afterwards married to one of the Drs. Family, gave me this following ac- 
count of his own knowledge touching the King's Book. He ſail moſt 
P:ople thought lis Maſter to be the Author of it, or to that purpoſe. I told 
him I coul i never believe it, for ſome reaſons I then gave bim. Whereupon he 
ſmiled and told me, He believed te could ſay more to that buſine)s than any 
man beſides bim, for that Dr. Gauden rol him be kad borrowed the Boot, and was 
cg d r0 return it by ſuch a 11m? ; That (bei les what orber tim? be might imploy 
ir it) be ſat up one wholc night to tramſcribe it. Thas be (William Allen) /ar 
u? in the Chamber with bim, to wait upon bim, to make bis fires and ſnuff bis Candi-s, 
This 1 am rcady to depoſe, it require4. 1 think he ſaid tbe Book was borrow- 
ed of My. Symonds of Rayne one of the Kings Cheplains; but it being ſome 
time ago, I cannot be io poſitive in that, and ſeveral other Circumſtances as 
I ſhould have been, had I tuſpetcd his death ſo nigh. One thing I had for- 
got, viz. That to my tnoric. ge Allen could read and write very well, and fo 
could not eafily be decerved, erther in the Book, er in bis Maſtcrs bard, ite“ ile 
Door b14 not told kim that it was none of bis. 

XII. My. Ricbard Dulce“ Letter to Dr. Charles Goodall, Func 15. 1692 in 
%, Words. Sir, 1 heard Major Huntington ſay more than once. That 
whilelt he Guarded Charles I. at //cimby-bouſe (as I remember) be ſaw ſeveral 
Chapters or Leaves of that great Kings Meditations, Ivirz on the Table 
teveral Morninas, with a Pen and Ink with which the King icratche d out or 
blotte! {ome lines or words of dome of them: Upon which I mult 21:0 con- 
tcis, that 1 co cluldeithey were originally from the King; but others have 
drawn a contrary Argument tom the Kinz's correcting the Papers; yer 1 
put this under my Hand, that the Major told me that he dil ſuppoſe them 
originally tom that learned Prince, Which is the tetum that can be intiwated 
trom Sir, your humble Se: ant RICHARD DUKE. 

XIII. To te: jam? purpije Nr. Cave Beck in 4 Lerrer ro Dr. Hollingworch, 
thus ; Major 4uriimprion at vi alluret me, that fo much of Fon Ble, 
as containe 1 his Majeſty's Nie lita:zins betore Neues Fight, was taken in 
the Kings Cabinet; and that Sir 7b». Favfjax delivered the ſaid papers 
unto, him, ain fordere him to carry them to the King: and alto told me 
that when te delivered them to the King, his Majeſty appear'd very joytul, 
and ſaid He citcem' them more than a!l che Jewels he had loſt in the Cabinet. 

XIV. Which Teſtimonies are recapitulated by Sir William Dugdale, 4 241 
faithful Hiiſtorim in his ſhort view of the late troubles in England (p- 380. 
To which large, full and particular account of his 1 refer the Reader. 
IV. Besdes theſe there are the Teftimonices of wwe Authors, Eye and 
Ear witneſſes of Ctarles I. his being Author of le Bafilibe,who in the ycar 49, 
imme liately a ter Milton*s Ionen and other Pamphlet: came out, writ in 
Vindication ot the K's Book, and were never anſwer'd, their Aſſertations being 
then taken as full proot ot the matter ot Faſt» The one Intituled /con be piſte, 
has theie remarkable Words; Ihe Author (viz. of com alerbine, 2 virulent 
pamphlet ) might bre inform-d bimjelf of divers, who bave ſeen the Origi- 
ral Copy manuſcrived by the K bimjeit, be might bave ſecm it bimjelf for asking. 
And atterwards, I rake at t fr th: Aires Book, I am ſure of is { knew bis 
kind, 1 be een the Manijcripe, I hice brard bim own it. The other was 
the Author of a Book call'd tbe Prencely Te. mn writ on purpoſe (as he favs) 
io 11:15Ke the world that the Kin: waz Author of Iten Baflite. In p. 4. be 
by theſe Words, lie (the King) wer plrafed ſome few days af ter be bal retired 
tis Paritement, te communt/at7 bis rheughes in bis Garden ar Theobald's, 
1112 of bis Gentlemen who wer: are 10 him, and of whoſe intimacy and 
Ait bes ficod meth int, bow be had ſet pen io paper to windicare bis 
june eng, 0; ib fe, „ Venue the Reaſons be bad if recedirg from the 
LA nent, and the rig ae a» one dine bad fallen from bits pen, which 
with fion ur be might vor corre ind then rnold ws bis next Fil ſooul 1 rice 
115 i: 0w7je from te e Servirt and molt incomperat!: Stateſuau that any 
Prince could veiy on, monning the E. of Straford, and then gives us the Kings 
particular diſcourſe, e Hẽð, tor fufterirg bis End to thwart the reſelu- 
1 bis heit, C.. Ant particularly writes at large the Diicouries ot his 
Atten lants on that Subject with hi, Ylaze tity, He tells us further (p. 19. the 
K 1-0 t bem, That a3 bis mornire Devorions tot up the firſt part of the la. ſa l 
ec eeerd the rext fer wiele Ne imtarons be bad now in band, The Author 
vet turther tells us, p. 21. That at Navesby, thoſe Divine Meditations were ſic cd 
by the Eneriy, with the, Dapers of comcrn, being imcloſed in 4 Cabinet re- 
ſer ce for that part; 414 that ty the Benignicy of the Conqueror, or Dit ine 
Provilmeee rather, it was recovered 25092 ail Expedance, and returned 10 bis 

zjeſiy's band ʒ and which infinitely cheered bim. And turtber (p. 22.) bar A 
Perſon of kigh Command in the Rebel Army gave this cenſure of it, n, lt was 
an Handtome piece or Hypoc:ike. 

XVI. To theſe are added utually, ſe me Expreſſion;Drawn from the Book it 
ſel}, which ſhow that no man Living but the King himielt could wiite it; but 
being too many to intert here I ſhall reter the Reader to a Fook in- 
tituled 7be Vindication of King Cares the Martyr, tor ſatisfaction in that, 


Point- . 
WITNESSES for Dr. Gauden- 


1. Dr. Gauden's Wiſe,wbo is ſ2i4 to have left bebind ber ſome Papers in whicb 
the following account, they ſay, is found: 1ſt a Letter to my Lord Chancel- 
lor Hyde Decemb. 28. 1661, and a Copy of a Petition to the King, ſet - 
ting forth how kind he had been to his Fathers Friends, and urging That 
what was done as a King ſhould have 2 King-like Retribution. Another 
Letter there is to the Duke of Tort, dated Fan. 17. 1661. urging his 
great Services. As alſo a Letter from the Lord Chancellor Ze to the 
Biſhop, of the Chancellor's Hand-writing, dated March. 13. 2661. Importing 
the Receit of ſeveral Letters from him, that he was uneaſie under the Bithop; 
importunity. And towards the Cloſe hath this expreſſion 3 The particular 
vou mention has indeed been imparted to me as a Secret, I am ſorry 1 ever 
knew it 3 and when it ceaſes to be a S cret, it will pleaſe none but Mr. Milton. 

Among theie Papers there is tail to be, A Letter of Mrs. Gauder's iter the 
Deich ot her Husband, to her Son Foln Gauden, in which ſhe ſpeaks ol the 
Book commonly called the King's Book, and calls it the a 20d adds, 
Her Hausband hope i to make a Fortune by it, and wonders it ſhould be doub- 
tel whether her Husband wrote it; but ſays, ſhe has a Letter ot a very great 
Man to clear it up. There is allo (faid to be) a long Narrative of Mrs. 
Gauden's Hand- writing, ſheying, that her Husband wrote the Bock, and ſet 
it to her Son with the Letter. This Narrative jets forth, that after her Husband 
had wrote the Book, he ſhewed it to the Lord Capel, who 44 mg it, and 
was for the Printing it, but wiſhed the King might have a ſight of it: that 
an opportunity was taken to convey it to his Majeſty by the Lord Marqueſs of 
H:riford, when he went to the Treaty at the Iſle of Wight. 

That the Marqueſs after his return trom thence, told her Husband, that 
he gave the Book to the King, and his Majeſty did well like it, but was ir 
putting of it out, not as his own, but anothers ; but it being urged, that 
Crommel and others of the Army, having got a Reputation with the People 
for Parts and Piety, it would do beſt to be in the King s name. His Majeſty 


took time to conſider ol it. 
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That her Husband not hearing the King's Pleaſure about it, and finding 
Dangers haſtning on him, he having kept a Copy by him, ſent it by one Mr. 


Symonds to the Preſs, together with a Letter: That Mr. 


on was the Printer, 


but did not know but th: King wrote it: That part was ſelzed in the Prefs, 
together with her Husband's Letter, and Mr. Symonds was taken. That 
ne\ertheleſs the Work was carried on and finiſhed a few days after his Majeſty's 
Death; that when it ws Publiſhed the Parliament was inraged ; and her 
Husband, conceiving his Lite and Eſtate in danger, fled to Sir John Went- 
warth's near Yarmouth, intending thence to pals the Seas, but Mr. Symond; 
falling fick, and dying, and her Husband not being diſcovered, he altered 


his purpoſe, and returned home. 


That the Title fitſt intended, was Sruſþ 


Baſilite; and that there were two Chapters added. 

That the Marqueſs of Heriferd, and the Lord Capel, Biſhop Duppz, and 
Biſhop Morley, were at fiiſt the only perſons privy to it. 5 

That Dr. Duppa Biſhop of I/incbetter being very lick, her Husband went to 
the King, and acquainted him that he was the Author of that Book, and for 
the truth thereof appealed to Biſhop Duppz his Majeſty's Tutor, who was yet 
living, and made an Apolcgy for P:inting it without his Niajeſty's Father's 
Order, or his, but pleaded the C*ircumita: ces of Time, and the King's 
Danger; that his Majeſty told her Husban1, That till then he never knew 


that he wrote it, but thought it was his Father's, yet wondred how he Short N OTE 3 
could have time, and obſerved, that it was wrote like a Scholar, as well as like 47 h 1 
a King: and laid, it it had been publiſhed ſooner, it miaht have ſaved his 4 on the Evi- 
Fathers lite : that at the ſame time the King gave him a promiſe of the 


Biſhoprick ot I incheſter. 


wiz Regalia, but changed to e 


ence for Dy, 


GAUDEN. 


That he afterwards acquainted the Duke of Jork that he was the Author, 
&c. This is the Summ 2n.{ Subſtanc: of Mrs. Gauden*s Evitence, 


II. be next is Dr. Walker, the Subſtance of whoſe Evidence it at flu: 1ſt 
That Dr. Gaud*n, ſometime before the whole was finiſhed, acquainted him with $:<ioully obſery'd 
his D. ſian, and ſhew'd him the Heads of divers Chapters, and ſome of rhe Dit — — 
couties Mitten ot them, and after tometime ſpent in the 
his Opinion concerning it; and he Dr. ? Alter) told him he ſuppoſed it would lars 


be tor the King's Reputation, but he expreſly added he ſtuck at the Lawſul- Fc. i 
2. Tu not 970 that 


eruſal, he aske! oth 


nels of it: and ask d him how he ſatisfed himſel! to impoſe upon the World. 1g x = 


To which he reply'd, Lock upen the Title, tis re poterereidtiure, &c. and noG 
mandraws his own Picture, &c. That he explained to hun 2 patage in the Se- ther c 


cond Chapter, and that he meant it o: Dr. F:ix9, * : 
2 That he went with Dr. CA to the Biſhop of Szli15ury”s, ani as they Py or th 


came back Dr. (4:44:11 told bim, the Biſhop had promited to write two Chapters < 
more to be adde ! to the Book, vir. that on the Or dinm: eo gain the Contmun to them, t s certain they 


Praver, and tir iinyiv'g bis tei rhe Attendance of bis Chapliins, 


TE x * . q * 4 
3 Upon D.. nr, asking D. au.icn aiter the Kin: was murdered L 
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certainly no _ moe than 
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to the treaty at the le <f if rhe, ank intremed his Lo: Ati“, i: ke 


obtain an» pirate Opoortunity, he w 
bly deftire to know lis Majeſty's Pleaivie wncerning 1, 
uta, he venture i to print it, an 
knew what was the iſue of Sending it, :0. when the thing vas Lone, 3. 
ed i: not pru-lent to make turther noi 


which th:catnci the King baſtuing 
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